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Two Stanford students, Pamela from Oklahoma and Liz from Manhattan, studied abroad in Moscow

for a semester in the year 2000. Then they decided to take a two-week train trip across Siberia -- in

the middle of December.This travelogue is an account of their adventures and the people they met,

from drunken pensioners and scientists to young soldiers fresh from war. Along the way they

experienced entirely new creatures in the worldâ€™s largest freshwater lake, a depressing

encounter with a bear, a brush with the mafia, a mysterious illness, a Buddhist monastery, a

cartoonishly enormous statue of Leninâ€™s head, and even a spark of romance.But the most

harrowing experience came at the end of their journey, when bureaucratic forces threatened to

prevent their departure from the Russian Far East on the day after Christmas...Also included are

several full-color photographs and a sample chapter from Olsonâ€™s latest book, Fast Times in

Palestine (http://www..com/dp/0615456243)
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If you're looking for little more than a travelogue, you'll be satisfied with this book by Pamela Olson.

In it, she provides a blow-by-blow account of her trip: little more. If you're hoping for high adventure

packed with engaging details, look elsewhere: perhaps in her later writings?
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